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Religious News
Georgi Vins Says Western Support
Vital to Soviet Union Dissidents
W e s t e r n s u p p o r t t h a t is non-violent but
highly visible a n d sustained is vital to the
success of t h e Soviet dissident m o v e m e n t ,
a c c o r d i n g to P a s t o r G e o r g i Vins, exiled
leader of the unregistered r e f o r m Baptists in
the U S S R .
" S p e a k i n g f r o m personal experience,
even if 1 had not been sent out of the Soviet
U n i o n I would have been d e p e n d e n t to a
large degree on Western s u p p o r t , " hesaid in
his first exclusive interview in the West. "All
Western support—supplying information,
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s and prayer, helps a great
deal."
H e was interviewed by Michael B o u r d e a u x of Keston College in E n g l a n d ,
a u t h o r of Faith on Trial in Russia, w h o flew
t o N e w Y o r k to be with P a s t o r Vins u p o n
his release. T h e interview was m a d e
available by Keston College to news media
in t h e West.
M r . Vins, 51, was sentenced in 1975 to
five y e a r s in a labor c a m p and five years of
internal exile on charges of " d e f a m i n g the
Soviet s t a t e " a n d "infringing on the rights of
citizens u n d e r t h e guise of p e r f o r m i n g
religious c e r e m o n i e s . " H e was a leader in
the U k r a i n e of t h e g r o u p of r e f o r m Baptists
(Initsiativnkiki) w h o b r o k e in 1965 w i t h t h e
officially registered All-Union Council of

Evangelical Christians and Baptists over
the issue of s u b m i t t i n g to the a u t h o r i t y of
the officially-atheistic state.
Mr. Vins said he completed his five-year
prison sentence in late M a r c h . H e was en
r o u t e to his place of exile in n o r t h e r n
T y u m e n when informed on April 26 of a
sudden change in destination to a "new
place of exile."
C o m m e n t i n g on the effectiveness of
Western c a m p a i g n s to help Soviet dissidents, M r . Vins said, "as a Christian I a m
against a n y violent d e m o n s t r a t i o n s which
could result in injury or d a m a g e to
p r o p e r t y . Peaceful d e m o n s t r a t i o n s arising
out of Christian principles are i m p o r t a n t .
W h e n e v e r there was s u p p o r t action in the
West, I was treated better by w a r d e n s and
prison a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . W h e n there was no
s u p p o r t , c o n d i t i o n s immediately became
worse. Western s u p p o r t to s o m e degree
influences the authorities, m a k e s t h e m feel
(to a certain extent) u n d e r obligation."
(See "A Miracle Sent by God" on page fourteen.
Editor.)
President Carter's Pastor,
Other Minister Made
Preliminary Contacts in Soviet Union
Preliminary contact in the release of
Soviet Baptist P a s t o r Georgi Vins was
m a d e last s u m m e r by President Carter's
p a s t o r . Dr. Charles T r e n t h a m , and D r . Olin
R o b i s o n , an ordained Baptist p a s t o r w h o is
president of M i d d l e b u r y (Vt.) College.
T h e t w o men visited the Soviet Union at
t h e invitation of the All U n i o n Council of
Evangelical Christians-Baptists there,
preaching in churches a n d meeting with
to page nine
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From the Editor
The "expulsion" (1 prefer "release") of Georgi Vins from
the Soviet Union has piade headlines in both the religious
and secular press. The first two items in the Religious News
department are releases from the Evangelical News Service.
The article on page 14 is from MCC.
to page five
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Affection
Love
"

Understanding

J*

Lucille (Lady) Wingert

In what more meaningful setting
than in the relationships between
parent and child can we bring into focus
the first premise of the International
Year of the C h i l d — t h e right to
affection, love, and understanding?
There may be the immediate reaction
that making provisions for this right is
only a natural way of life and needs
little emphasis—especially within the
circle of Christian families. If this were
true, Paul would hardly have considered it necessary to admonish older
women to "train the younger women to
love their husbands and children"
(Titus 2:4 NIV). The first premise of the
IYC, as one of the rights of the child, is
really so basic and simplethat all would
be in agreement with it, as Mrs. Andrew
Young has suggested, yet find it a

The writer is the wife of Gerald Wingert, pastor of
the Pequea Brethren in Christ Church. She is also
the administrator of the New Danville Mennonite School, located near Lancaster. Pa.
Th is is the th ird in a series of articles, sponsored
by the Trustees, Messiah Children's Home,
Mount Joy, Pa. in recognition of 1979 being
designated as " The Year of the Child" and the
responsibility of parents and church which this
highlights.
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different matter when attempting to
adequately fulfill it.
Although there is much interrelationship among the components—
affection, love, and understanding—
giving specific attention to each may be
considered relevant at a time in our
society when many forces pull us away
from family togetherness and breed
strained relationships. What may be
said, however, on so vast a subject in so
short an article, may only be enough to
stir our "pure minds by way of
remembrance" (2 Pet. 3:1).

AFFECTION
We can probably never overestimate
the power of those little acts of
affection—the touch of the hand, the
pat on the back, the bedtime kiss, the
close caress—all of which do much to
say, "I care," and foster close relationships in the family. The teenager has a
s t r o n g desire for a closely knit
environment which will providea sense
of belonging—a basic need also of the
young child. A kindergarten child was
asked what made her feel that she
belonged to her family, to which she

responded, "My mother covers me up
and kisses me when I go to bed at
night." 1 In one home, when the children
were small, Saturday morning was
"cuddle time." The youngest member
would tiptoe into his parents' room and
if detecting one half-open eye, would
fly into bed and announce, "It's time for
cuddling!" 2 We might ask ourselves as
parents, "How many different ways can
we think of to be affectionate?" and
then make a reminder list.
There are, of course, those important
words that communicate affection—
verbal expressions that are so easy to
leave unsaid when we expect that
children will take our love for granted.
No child is too young or too mature to
profit from those great words of
meaning, "I love you." Back of words
are feelings—and how we think or feel
about a child has much to do with his
feelings about himself.
LOVE
P e r h a p s the key f a c t o r in the
expression of lovetowardsourchildren
is time. A study was conducted in which
to page four
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Basic Right of Childhood
from page three

300 boys in 7th and 8th grades kept
accurate records on the amount of time
which their fathers, over a two-week
period, actually spent with them. 1 Most
only saw their fathers at the dinner
table, and for some, their fathers were
not seen for days at a time. The average
time for father and son to be alone
t o g e t h e r was seven and one-half
minutes over an entire week. Giving
time to our children does not always
mean p u t t i n g ourselves at their
disposal or joining in their activities. It
may often be more significant for
parents to include children in their
activities—such as the trip to the
hardware store that Dad has to make
anyway and invites Johnny to go along
for the "fellowship." Everyday life
provides many natural and spontaneous ways to include children in our
activities—helping to bind parent and
child together in love.
Giving a child material things can
become an easy and cheap substitute
for giving of ourselves, but as Larry
Christensen said, "A half hour spent
listening to your child . . . will do more
to express real love than adding to the
pile of toys in the child's closet." 4 When
a child has something to say, hedoesn't
want to hear, "Let's talk about it later,
dear. I'm busy right now." It is a matter
of setting priorities as we ask ourselves,
"Is there anything I am engaged in that
is really so important as the relationship with my son or daughter?" Bruce
Narramore has significantly expressed
similar thoughts in this way:
If the dishes wait, we see the problem
immediately. If the lawn waits, we
notice it in a week or two. But when a
child waits, we may not see the result
for years. Then we look back and
wonder, "Where did I go wrong."
Children can't afford to wait.5
If a father has not had time to spend
in frequent listening and involvement
with a five-year-old son, he cannot
expect that later a teenage son will
think he has time to listen and be with
his dad. In taking time to be with our
children, we must remember, however,
that it is not always the quantity of time
but the quality that is most important.
When listening to our children, do we
really hear? When together in activity,
are we really there and with them? As
parents, let us guard against becoming
so caught up in our own world that we
lose interest in or sight of the child's
4

world.
There is another aspect of time that
merits our attention in the matter of
family relationships. It is essential that
parents take time out to be together,
and away from the family, on an
occasional "date" or vacation. A
mother, who may be constantly with
her family, certainly also needs those
opportunities to be with women's
fellowship activities, a neighborhood
Bible study, or a coffee hour, etc. Such
times spent away for personal enrichment should result in the capacity to
give more love and in the strengthening
of family relationships.
Crucial to the expression of love in
the home are words of encouragement.
Many employers spend thousands of
dollars to exposetheiremployeestothe
Dale Carnegie course in principles of
human relations and effective communications so that businesses may in
turn reap much greater profits. Basic
principle number two is simply, "Give
honest, sincere appreciation." In what
more important "business" than that of
rearing children could we apply the
same principle and reap much greater
rewards than those relating to mercenary values. The happiness of home
life is very much determined by the
amount of encouragement given to our
children —how frequently words of
appreciation and praise are used—
which help to give the often needed
boost to the child's ego, sense of
personal worth, and positive outlook
on life. A daily prayer could profitably
be, "Lord, give me sensitivity to every
need of my child for a word of
encouragement." We often little realize
how the feelings of children are at the
mercy of adult words.
Children can be programmed to
become moody, hostile, and depressed
by negative and critical attitudes and
expressions in the home. 6 It has been
said that the "thermostat" of the home
is set at either the positive or the
negative. 7 If set at the negative, there is
complaining and grumbling. We can
readily perceive the effect of either of
these climates on family relationships.

that mistakes and failures can be
among the greatest learning experiences in life. Children will also then not
be under the undue strain of thinking
perfection is expected of them. As are
the words in, "A Mother's Prayer,"
1 do not seek perfection in my children
For then my own faults, I would hide.
I only ask that we might walk together
And serve our Saviour side by side.

Understanding children includes
holding in esteem their childish desires
and wishes—which to them are very
real. Although we certainly cannot give
them everything that is asked for, our
relating with understanding as we listen
to their requests and showing by verbal
expression that we value theirthoughts
and desires and consider their ideas
important—rather than belittling or
bringing ridicule will help to show that
we love, care, and understand.
CONCLUSIONS
It is significant to note in an earlier
reference to Titus 2:4 that both
husband and wife, and also children,
are mentioned. Parent-child relationships are not a dyad, nor a twosome,
but a triad—the quality of affection,
love, and understanding expressed
between husband and wife much
affecting that which is communicated
to children and consequently affecting
all inter-family relationships.
If children are to learn true love in
their relationships with others, we
constantly need the grace of God to
demonstrate the same in our relationships with them. How better can we be
an example of His grace than by
responding with all these interrelated
components representing Christlike
characteristics—and the rights of all
children—AFFECTION, LOVE, and
UNDERSTANDING.

FOOTNOTES
1. Drescher, J. "If I Were Starting My
Family Again," Guideposts,
March,
1979, p. 22.

2. Christenson, L. The Christian Family.
UNDERSTANDING
Involved in giving children the
understanding they need is our being
open, honest, and loving enough to
admit our own mistakes. This will help
to communicate that we understand,
when perhaps they have made a
mistake or experienced failure, and

Carmel, New York: Guideposts Associates, 1973, p. 96.
3. Drescher, p. 21.
4. Christenson, p. 98.

5. Narramore, B. Help! I'm a Parent.

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1972, p. 90.
6. Ibid., p. 97.

7. Schuller, R. Power Ideas for a Happv
Family. New York: Pillar Books, 1972,
pp. 22, 23.
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John M. Drescher writes about

Demonstration
And
Proclamation
I remember hearing Clarence Jordan
tell how before he could talk about the
superiority of certain agricultural
procedures and products to those he
sought to help he had to demonstrate
their superiority. He had to take time to
prove that hybrids and certain preparations of the soil were better than the old
seed and soil.
This same procedure was true of
Jesus. He was many times asked to
describe what He had demonstrated.
What He preached was preceded by
practice.
Also the early church and thechurch
snce then at every period of vital
evangelistic work, became a powerful
witness when it demonstrated, then
proclaimed. And the proclamation
often came at the invitation of the
enemies of the cause. "How do you do
these things?" "Where do you get your
authority?" "Tell us why you live the
way you do." These questions arise
from the unbelievers where the Christ
life is really lived.
Today's Christians too often are
proclaiming plenty. There is no lack of
words. However when approached
about howthegospelworksout indaily
experience it is difficult. Excuses or a
cheap grace are offered. When people
ask us how it works we would be more
honest to say, "Well, you know this is
the kind of lifestyle I believe Christ calls
us to, but I guess I never really
committed myself to it." "This is what
salvation means, but some sins 1
haven't allowed Christ to save me
from." "My works aren't where my
words are."
When we demonstrate by our lives
the work of God, people will no doubt
turn to us and ask the same questions
they asked of Christ and the early
disciples, "Why do you do this?" "By
The writer, a former editor and pastor, is now a
free-lance writer and conference speaker.
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what authority do you say this?" "Tell
us why you live the kind of life you do."
When such questions come, then the
opportunities to share thegospel will be
everywhere. And when demonstration
is practiced first, then proclamation
will be powerful. And not until then.
Without a doubt the most basic
question of the church, if it is to do
evangelism, is: Will it first demonsrate
the gospel? This means that in the days
ahead the church itself will need to "go
the way" and "show the way." People
want not only to hear but to see. People
are accustomed, particularly in our
day, to havinga product demonstrated.

They expect a trial period for a worthy
product. So also if Christianity is worth
anything it must demonstrate reality.
Bruce Larson, in one of his books,
tells of his son coming home from
summer camp. During camp he had
accepted Christ. "Dad," he said, "I
didn't hear one thing at camp I haven't
heard before. But I met some people
who were for real."
That's a good insight. And if our
evangelism is to be for real, then we
must beforreal. Beforewetalkofpeace
and forgiveness we must demonstrate
the way of peace and forgiveness.
Before we talk of love and reconciliation we must make love and reconciliation visible. Before we can hope to
persuade people that Christ came to
redeem us from sin and self and the
tyranny of things we must demonstrate
our own freedom from such.
May God hasten the day when the
pagans will again come to Christians
with questions because of what they see
in a life they cannot understand, yet
know it to be more real and rich than
their own. When God's people live so
people began asking questions, it's
rather sure also that God's people will
be better able to give some answers.

From the editor
from page two

The Baptists claim Georgi Vins
although his father was a Mennonite.
His clear denial of violence as a
response to evil seems to suggest that he
has retained some of his father's
teachings.
The status of the church in Russia
tends to confuse the outsider. 1 was in
Wichita when the Russian delegation
was recognized and welcomed by the
Mennonite World Conference. These
men, leaders in the Baptist and
Mennonite churches, had been permitted by the government to leave
Russia to attend the conference.
This delegation represents the
"recognized" evangelical church in
Russia. These churches register with
the government, agreeing to certain
limitations on their activities, and are
permitted to worship and to have
ministers to serve them. It would be
untrue to say that their lot is an easy one
but the leaders do remain out of prison
as long as they limit their activities to
those permitted.
There are those in Russia whose faith
and background is similar to that of the

"recognized" church but who are
unwilling to register and to agree to the
restrictions registration imposes. This
group is referred to as the "underground church." Their leaders are
harassed and many imprisoned. Georgi
Vins identifies with this group.
I am too far removed to pass
judgment on either group. In my own
relation to culture and the state I find it
easy to give mental assent and lip
service to conscience but confess that I
find it difficult to resist the course of
compromise and rationalization. It is
interesting to recall that the delegation
at the Mennonite World Conference
from the "recognized" church felt that
the church (Mennonites and Brethren
in Christ) in North America had
compromised too much with our
culture and our political system.
It would be a more helpful exercise
for us to examine our own accommodation to our culture and to the state
rather than speculate on which group is
the authentic Christian witness within
the Soviet Union.
5

At the winter meeting of the Board of Administration held at
Niagara Christian College, March 23, and 24, the Board for
Missions, as did other General Boards, presented a report of its
program and plans. The report reflects the response of the Mission
Board to the direction set at the General Conference, the realities of
the current world situation, and the maturing of Brethren in Christ
Fellowships in North America and around the world. This report,
slightly abridged, is shared with the church through these pages in
the Visitor, — E D I T O R

New Wineskins
The Missions program of the brotherhood is entering a
new phase of development. The fact that new things are
breaking out amid difficult circumstances reminds us that
the ways of God are beyond the strategies of men, assuring
us that we can move forward with confidence.
By authorization of the 1978 General Conference a new
administration, with new initiatives in overseas missions,
has begun. Here are several areas of significant
developments.
OVERSEAS MISSIONS and CHURCHES
New Pastoral/Counseling
Ministry Among Young
Churches. Roy Sider is giving significant amounts of his
time to ministry in the overseas churches. This takes various
forms: Bible teaching, counseling of national church
leaders, and public ministry.
Pastoral/Counseling Ministry to Missionary Personnel.
The needs of personnel in isolated assignments are being
given major attention, with concern for the well-being and
growth of all our personnel.
Facilitating Partnership with YoungChurches. There are
fresh reports demonstrating the development of new vision
on the part of the overseas churches. Note these several
excerpts illustrating exciting new advances in the Missions
cause:
A quote from a Bishop P. M. Kumalo letter to K. B.
Hoover during his London assignment:
"On Wednesday 28th February I spoke to Bishop
Silungwe (Zambia) through telephone and we just, in
short, talked about London ministry. It seems everyone
is interested in this ministry . . ."
A quote from a Roy Sider report to the Office on recent
ministry in Japan:
"A refreshing interest in cross-cultural partnership
ministries is evidenced by (a) inquiries regarding
assistance to Nicaragua; (b) indications of youth called
to missions beyond Japan; (c) endorsement of the
search for missions to the Santals of Bangladesh and
intimations of support for ministries which develop."
6

New Ministries in Existing Overseas Churches. The 1979
Missions Budget contains specific amounts for these new
and/or expanded ministries. Roy Sider has entered into
agreements for partnership ventures in Rhodesia, Zambia,
India (North Bihar), Japan and Nicaragua.
Use of World Hunger Funds. The instant availability of
funds to assist the suffering Brethren in Christ families in
Nicaragua has demonstrated how our understanding of
caring/sharing among the people of God becomes tangible
in real situations of need.
Dr. K. B. Hoover is being dispatched from London to
Rhodesia to assess the current needs among our people in
that country and bring recommendations regarding a
possible use of World Hunger Funds there as well. It is likely
that the recommendation may call for special solicitation
for needs going beyond the direct "hunger" needs.
The Sider trip to North Bihar, India, also pursued a
"development type project" for India. In this plan the
expertise of MCC is an important part of getting into this
field of partnership ministry responsibly.
HOME MINISTRIES
Concurrent with the new overseas portfolio, is a new
Home Missions portfolio. Glen Pierce, as Secretary of
Home Missions, is carrying the concerns formerly handled
through separate departments of Special Missions, Mission
Churches, Extension Churches and Urban Ministries.
Working with each of the regional conference bishops, Glen
is coordinating the partnership ministries going on in the
various units across the brotherhood. About a quarter of a
million dollars of brotherhood money is being invested in
this part of the missions task in 1979.
The Board is presently in a review and evaluation of our
mission ministries in North America. There is no program
or methodology that is immune to change. To adjust and
improve our ministries amid rapidly changingsituations is a
challenge that a committed brotherhood has special
resources for. It is a credit to our workers that this process is
being entered into with courage and a desirefor faithfulness.
Evangelical
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"Neither is new wine put into old wineskins; if it is, the skins burst,
and the wine is spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but new wine is
put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved."
— J E S U S (Matthew 9:17)

New Wineskins
The Brethren in Christ accept responsibility to finish a task
rather than leaving it for more exciting new ventures.
RETIRED MISSIONARY FUND
The General C o n f e r e n c e action a u t h o r i z i n g the
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of a pension for eligible retired
missionaries was begun in September. To date 47 persons
have been issued Certificates and have begun to receive
monthly checks. The response to this program has
confirmed the action of Conference.
The funds raised by the W M P C Project during 1967-78
and by the M P F in the 1978-80 biennium will be adequate
for only a short time. Beginning in 1980 the Board will need
to raise additional funds in excess of $40,000 annually.
PROMOTING MISSIONS
The Board is taking steps to enlarge the vision and
increase the participation of local churches with the
worldwide Missions program. It isdifficult tochangegiving
patterns when general brotherhood activities continue to be
based on "free will" giving. The competition for the Lord's
dollar is keen in a free competitive society. Here are some of
the Board for Missions specific actions since Conference:
1. Henry A. Ginder is serving part-time in a preaching/
consulting ministry among the churches. In these early
months of his contacts on behalf of Missions (he began
October 1) he is concentrating on contacts with pastors
and congregational leaders. These contacts bring
valuable input about needs they feel are necessary to
better present the missions program in the congregation.
2. Growing out of the Ginder contacts, it has been decided
to drop the subscription charge of $1 annually for
therefore magazine. Congregations are being asked to
provide names and addresses so that this piece can be
sent directly into the homes of our people. thereforewWl
be a direct news/information piece.
3. The reorganized
June 10, 1979

Missions Prayer Fellowship is

preparing to share actively in the task of missions
education, as well as developing a new prayer ministry in
support of missionaries and young churches across the
world.
4. Some congregations have begun to assign promotion of
missions to a congregational Missions Committee.
(Suggestions for this new tool appeared in the April 10
issue of the Visitor.)
5. To coordinate the growing work of the Missions Office,
Esther Ebersole has been recruited to serve as Assistant
to the Executive Secretary, beginning in July 1979. In
this capacity she will coordinate the office services and
facilitate the flow of communications at all levels.
FUNDING MISSIONS
A growing Missions program is only possible as the
Brotherhood responds to the increased financial needs.
With the approval of a budget of $850,000 for 1979 the
brotherhood has undertaken a major task in reordering its
priorities in giving. There are many reports indicating that
local congregations are taking this major effort seriously. It
is understandable that this shift in priorities is not easily
accomplished and requires a new commitment with
whatever sacrifices are necessary.
The need for a missions program to operate on a "pay-asyou-go" basis is foundational to faithfulness to the Great
Commission. Funds for the operational expenses of
programs need to come from the current giving of the
people. The question of the purpose and use of special
funds, i.e. bequests, annuities, earned interest and other
special sources is under study by the Board for Missions.
The Board's policy has been to use these funds for special
needs related to development of new programs, as capital
costs in Nicaragua, and other special non-recurring, or
emergency needs.
SUMMARY
Many suggestions are coming as to how the Board might
to page eight
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Rhodesia

Joan Gerig

"A refugee is looked down on by
people. I always feel embarrassed and
wish I were in my own country." This is
the way a young woman from Rhodesia, now a refugee in Botswana,
describes her situation.
Ntombana Moyo is one of tens of
thousands of refugees who have fled
Rhodesia in fear as a result of the war
between the Patriotic Front (freedom
fighters) and the Rhodesian security
forces (under a white government). The
Patriotic Front's tactic is to destroy the
infrastructure of the country—as a
result hundreds of schools have been
closed, people forced into protected
villages, health facilities left unattended, and fields unplowed.
Before leaving her home Moyo
taught primary school for five years.
She was also a Sunday school teacher
and active in a singing group at her
Brethren in Christ church in Mtshabezi, nearGwanda, in the southern part
of the country. She attended a Brethren
in Christ teachers' training college at
the same place.
Following the dramatic closing of

the primary school where Moyo was
teaching, she left her home country.
Freedom fighters had come one day
and told the teachers to close the school
or more soldiers would come to
question the students. Although the
teachers were unhappy about sending
the students away, they were relieved
since they had often been questioned
and harassed by soldiers on both sides
of the fighting.
Because the closing took place in her
presence, Moyo was called for questioning by the local police. If she
answered their questions the freedom
fighters would ask what she had
revealed. On the other hand, refusal to
cooperate with the police would lead to
harassment and intimidation. She was
not the first person to be caught in such
crossfire and she knew from the
experience of others that she was in
jeopardy. She therefore decided to
leave the country immediately and
within two days arrived in Botswana.
Leaving was not easy. Her mother
did not want her, the youngest of seven,
to go. In order not to endanger her

New Wineskins
from page seven

better serve the body in its Missions efforts. Communicacation is seen as a basic part of enlisting the enthusiastic
support of our people who want to be faithful. The Board is
attempting to respond to these concerns and solicits the
prayers of the entire brotherhood.
Our personnel on the front lines across the world are
working with courage and imagination in rapidly changing
situations. They are discovering new levels of partnership
with their brothers and sisters in the young churches. Our
support of them under the Spirit's blessing can yield a
harvest that is abundant. This is a time when mutuality in
missions can bringmultiplied results. The Holy Spirit is also
calling persons who are willing to prepare themselves for
service in the days ahead.
Jesus warned us that new wineskins are needed to hold
new wine. It is obvious that those of us who are decisionmakers for the Brethren in Christ have important work to
do.
The Board for Missions seeks counsel as how best to
prepare new wineskins as fast as they are needed.
8

family Moyo left without notifying
them. Should the security forces come
to question her mother she could
truthfully offer no clues as to her
daughter's whereabouts.
Moyo seldom hears from her family
since the mail cannot be trusted. In
Rhodesia, where 90 per cent of the
country is under martial law, mail is
o f t e n o p e n e d and r e c i p i e n t s are
questioned for information they have
on refugees. Occasionally a letter is sent
with a visitor coming from home.
Along with many other refugees, Moyo
wonders how her family is and even if
they are still alive.
Moyo has beenarefugeeforoneyear
and experiences the greatest frustration in being unable to plan her own
life. For example, she is hoping to get
into university to earn a degree in
e d u c a t i o n , b u t is d e p e n d e n t on
receiving a scholarship from some
organization. In the meantime she
concentrates on science subjects at a
study center for refugee students.
Most refugees from Rhodesia have
little trust in the new internal agreement's plans for black majority rule
and an end to the fighting. Nevertheless
they do anticipate the day when they
can go home to a peaceful Zimbabwe
(the chosen name for independent
R h o d e s i a ) . M o y o t o o is l o o k i n g
forward to the time she can be a useful
person in her home community, when
"everybody will be regarded as a part of
the nation and everybody's views will
be considered."

BUDGET REPORTING
In preparation for the annual audit of the Board for
Missions' financial accounts it was discovered that
o n e r e m i t t a n c e of f u n d s f r o m the C a n a d i a n
Conference treasurer to the Mission Board was
identified in such a way that it was incorrectly
receipted as Budget Funds. For this reason the final
audit showed contributions totaling $681,906.04
instead of $686,618.19 as reported in the January 16
letter sent to the congregations. Thus a shortfall of
$4,181.96 was experienced requiring the use of reserve
funds authorized for that purpose.
During the First Quarter of '79 contributions
totaled more than $100,000 for the first time. The
substantial increase in the budget, however, affects
the percentage of the total budget. As of March 31
12.46% of the budget was raised, compared with an
average of 13.17% over the four previous years.
As of April 30 receipts total over $ 140,000 which is
over 16'/2%ofthe total compared to just over 17% in
1978 and just over 18% in 1977.
Evangelical
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CHARITABLE REMAINDER ANNUITY TRUST
A Gift That Pays You

Have you ever wished you could contribute more
to the work of the Lord?
Many highly-motivated Christians share your
desire, but are torn between their wish to contribute more significantly to Christ's mission in
the world and the restraints imposed upon them
by limited resources.
Most do not feel they have adequate means to
give substantial amounts — no matter how worthy
the cause — and still meet their financial obligations.
If this describes your situation, take note. For
the fulfillment of both your needs and desires
may be found in a charitable remainder annuity
trust.
Q. What Is An Annuity Trust?
A. A charitable remainder annuity trust is an
income-producing gift vehicle that allows you to
share more of your God-given resources with
the Master without forfeiting necessary income.
Q. How Does It Work?
A. You transfer money, securities or property
into an irrevocable trust for the benefit of the
Brethren In Christ Church, its agencies or other
charitable institutions. Under the terms of the
trust, a fixed dollar amount is paid at least once
a year to one or more designated beneficiaries
for the life or lives of such individuals, or for a
specified length of time not to exceed twenty years.
Upon the expiration of the established life of the
trust or the demise of the surviving income bene-

DCommission on Stewardship And Finance

ficiary, the trust terminates and the remaining
assets are transferred to the Board(s), Commission^) or Committee(s) for which the trust
was created.
You thus have the benefit of your material blessings
for as long as you need the income. When you
are no longer here or the income is no longer
needed, the trust proceeds become an eternal
investment in the furtherance of Christ's cause
and kingdom.
Q. And Loved Ones Can Be Provided For As
Well?
A. Certainly. This can be accomplished by
naming yourself and someone else — such as your
spouse — or one or more other persons as joint
income beneficiaries.
Under an arrangement of this nature, payments
are normally made jointly and then to the survivor. An alternate approach is to have the
payout go first to one income beneficiary, then
to the survivor.
Q.

What Is The Rate Of Return?

A. By federal law, a charitable remainder annuity
trust must make an annual distribution of at least
5% of the fair market value of the assets used
to fund the trust as determined at the time of
its creation.
The actual payout, however, is negotiable and
generally established at a somewhat higher rate of
return. Your goals and objectives are important
factors in setting this amount.
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Q.

Do Annuity Trust Payments Vary?

A . No. Neither fickle markets, fluctuating
prices nor changing yields will threaten your
income. Once the payout amount is established,
you will receive the same dependable income,
year after year for the life of the trust.
Q.

How Often Are Payments Made?

A . Income payments are arranged to suit your
needs. While semi-annual distribution is encouraged, quarterly or even monthly payout is also
possible.
Q. Are There Any Tax Benefits?
A . Most assuredly. In creating an annuity trust,
you qualify for a sizable charitable contribution
deduction on your federal income tax return.
The exact amount of the deduction is determined
by the age of the income beneficiary(ies) at the
time of the transfer and the payout amount.
For example:
PORTION OF TRANSFER
T H A T IS D E D U C T I B L E

Age
50
60
55
65
75
60
70
80

Payout
6%
6%
7'/2%
7 Vi %
71/2%
9%
9%
9%

Male
31.00%
44.13%
21.64%
38.84%
56.62%
16.20%
37.14%
58.75%

Female
23.41%
35.84%
11.38%
29.21%
50.74%
3.76%
27.63%
54.16%

Q. And Annuity Trusts Can Be Created With
Something Other Than Cash?
A . Yes. You can contribute marketable securities or readily saleable real estate to establish
an annuity trust. 2 When you transfer stock or
property for this purpose, the value of the trust
is determined by the fair market value of the
donated assets at the time of the transfer, regardless
of cost.
Q. Will Non-Cash Transfers Affect My Charitable Contribution Deduction?
A . Only in very rare cases. If your annuity
trust is funded with cash, you may deduct up to
50% of your adjusted gross income as a charitable
contribution in the year of the transfer. Should
your deduction exceed the 50% limitation, you
may carry the excess over for up to five subsequent years or until it is all deducted, whichever
occurs first.
If funded with securities or property, your
deduction is generally limited to 30% of your
adjusted gross income in any one year. However,
you still have the privilege of carrying any unused
deduction over for up to five succeeding years.
Q.

Who Pays The Capital Gains Tax?

A . There is none. If long-term appreciated
property is used to create an annuity trust,
neither the trust nor the donor incurs any tax
liability on the capital gain. 3

'The deductible portion is slightly lower for women by virtue of their longer life expectancy.

Q. Does The Deductible Portion Vary When
There Are Two Income Beneficiaries?
A . Because the anticipated period of payout is
longer for charitable remainder trusts with multiple
income beneficiaries, the amount that may be
deducted is slightly lower for two-life annuity
trusts than the deduction that can be claimed when
there is a single income beneficiary.
Q.

Is The Annuity Trust Payout Taxable?

A . Income payments from an annuity trust are
either fully taxable, non-taxable or partially taxable, depending upon the nature of the trust's
investments and income.

Donor receiving a check from
Foundation.

the Jacob Engle

Q.

Are There Any Other Savings?

A. Yes . . . several. Since annuity trusts are
excluded from probate, court expenses, executor's
fees and other administrative costs associated with
the final disposition of your material possessions
may be reduced. In addition:
The full face value of charitable remainder
trusts is exempt from both federal estate tax
and state inheritance tax when you are the sole
or surviving income beneficiary.
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A substantial portion of the value transferred
for an annuity trust is excluded from death
taxes when you are survived by a joint income
beneficiary.
Q. Do These Savings Warrant The Creation Of
An Annuity Trust?
A. Most Christians are not motivated primarily
by tax savings. As faithful stewards, however,
we are obligated to plan our giving for maximum
benefit.
If you are interested in contributing to the work of
the Kingdom, securing an attractive income for
yourself a n d / o r your designee(s), and avoiding
unnecessary taxes, a charitable remainder annuity
trust may be just the vehicle you need to accomplish
your desires.

In Summary
The Brethren In Christ Church is prepared to
write charitable remainder annuity trusts for you
through the Jacob Engle Foundation.
To take advantage of this potential, simply complete the enclosed card and drop it in the mail.
In the next few weeks you will be contacted by
a representative of the Commission on Stewardship
and Finance who will be prepared to discuss the
specifics of an annuity trust or similar plans with
you in detail.
There is, of course, no cost or obligation for this
service.

2
Real property that is used t o fund a charitable remainder annuity trust must be
free and clear of any encumbrances.

'Since January 1, 1978, assets must be held for longer than twelve months to
qualify as " l o n g - t e r m " property and thus receive favorable tax treatment.

The COVENANT Newsletter is provided,
without obligation, as a stewardship
service for the members and friends of the
Brethren in Christ Church. Each issue
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of Christian stewardship. For example:
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Trusts
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on Stewardship and Finance services, is
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for yourself, your family and for Christ
and His kingdom through the wise use of
financial resources during life and the
development of a Christ-honoring estate
plan.
If you know someone who would like to
receive a personal copy of the COVENANT,
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Carl E. Keefer, Editor
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EXAMPI
— Mr. Coover, age 75, and his wife, age 70,
own a plot of ground they purchased many years ago for
$5,000. Even though the land is now worth $20,000, and
even though they would like to sell the property and reinvest
the proceeds to supplement their income, they hesitate to do
so. They know the sale of this holding would be subject to
a substantial capital gains tax liability.
The Coovers would also like to contribute to the new Land
Bank that is currently being promoted by their Regional
Conference. Under this plan, donations are accumulated
in a special fund for one-time grants to new congregations
as down payments toward land acquisitions.
After exploring a number of options, Mr. and Mrs. Coover
decide to establish a charitable remainder annuity trust that
will pay them $1,400 a year for as long as they live, then pass
the remaining assets to the Land Bank.
In creating this
deferred gift, the Coovers realize the following benefits:
•

They are able to augment their retirement income by
over $100 per month.
They are entitled to a $7,254 charitable contribution
deduction on their next income tax return.
They completely eliminate the capital gains tax that would
have been incurred had they sold the property.
They put an end to investment worries . . . not even economic recession will affect this supplemental income.
They conserve their resources by reducing future federal
estate taxes, state inheritance taxes and administrative
expenses associated with the final disposition of their
accumulated possessions.
They make a major step toward the fulfillment of their
hearts' desire as it relates to the building of God's kingdom . . . now, during their lifetimes.
They experience the joy and satisfaction of knowing they
have been faithful stewards over that which has been
entrusted into their care.

For a personalized explanation of the many ways that a charitable
remainder annuity trust might benefit you, write to:
BRETHREN IN CHRIST CHURCH
COMMISSION ON STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE
7733 HILLCREST AVENUE
HARRISBURG, PA. 17112

Religious News
from page two
Soviet officials. Dr. Trentham said he and
Dr. Robison, a former State Department
official who is now a consultant on U.S.Soviet relations for the State Department,
met and visited Pastor Vins' wife and
children in their home in Kiev. They spoke
subsequently to Soviet officials on their
behalf.
A knowledgeable source said that when
Dr. Trentham, who is pastor of First
Baptist Church in Washington, D.C.,
returned to this country his concern for
Pastor Vins and the Vins family was "heavy
on his heart, so he talked to Mr. Carter
about it." Mr. Carter is a member of the
First Baptist Church.
House Subcommittee Recommends
Registration in Case of Draft
A s u b c o m m i t t e e of t h e H o u s e of
Representatives has r e c o m m e n d e d a
measure which would require 18-year-old
males to register with the Selective Service
System. It would require men who turn 18
after Dec. 31,1980, to register in case a draft
was ever resumed.
Defense Secretary Harold Brown went
on record before the House Armed Services
Committee, parent of the military personnel subcommittee, as favoring registration
and conscription of women as well as men.
The House panel has not favored that nor
has the President.
Acceptance of Christ a Good Defense
Against Drug Abuse: Art Linkletter
When Art Linkletter's daughter jumped
to herdeath 10yearsago,apparentlyduring
an L S D trip, the entertainer began a
crusade to help other young people escape
f r o m drugs. The experience since then has
been "more rewarding" than the "headline
a n d s t a r - s t a t u s " he enjoyed in show
business, he told 700 persons attending a
Salvation Army dinner in Minneapolis.
Mr. Linkletter said he had found that
many of the ways being used to rehabilitate
drug-users or to prevent young people from
getting involved in drug use are "bandaids"
in attacking the central core of the problem:
"Lack of self-resepect and esteem."
He said those who had "accepted Christ"
were insulated against disappointments
that bring on drug use. "They have a
relationship that makes Jesus Christ
available on a hotline 24 hours a day," he
commented.
Muslim Evangelization
Institute Launched
A center devoted to worldwide evangelization of Muslims has been opened in
Pasadena, Calif. The Samuel Zwemer
Institute, named after a veteran American
Presbyterian missionary to the Muslim
world, is associated with the U.S. Center for
World Mission, recently opened in this
California city.
Dr. A k b a r Abdul-Haqq of India, son of a
former Muslim priest and now an associate
evangelist with the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, delivered the inaugural
address at the official opening. He has
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preached frequently to Muslim and Hindu
audiences in India andelsewhere and hailed
opening of the new Institute as a significant
event in contemporary evangelistic strategyBourbon Street Evangelist
Beset by Financial and
Image Problems
Evangelist Bob Harrington, the flamboyant "Chaplain of Bourbon Street," is
battling financial and image problems as he
attempts to establish a Total Living Center
in Lakeland, Fla.
Mr. Harrington's reputation was tarnished last year after he was divorced and
remarried. He had to return the rings from
his second wedding after a New Orleans
jeweler demanded payment of a $9,200
balance. Loyola University says he owes its
television station $10,300 for unpaid air
time, and he owes a $570,000 balance on the
old First Presbyterian Church building in
Lakeland where he is setting up the Total
Living Center.
Despite negative publicity, Mr. Harrington expresses confidence that his financial
situation will soon be on the rebound. He
notes that his evangelistic organization
grossed some $50 millionjust two years ago,
and says, "I did it before and I'll do it again."
Poverty, Not Lack of Food, Is Cause of
World Hunger
A social ethicist told a United Methodist
consulatation on hungerthat the problem is
caused by poverty, not lack of food.
Dr. J o h n Swomley, professor of social
ethics at St. Paul School of Theology, said
enough food is being produced to feed the
world but at least 460 million people are
hungry or malnourished because they
cannot afford to buy the proper foods or
enough food.
According to Dr. Swomley, hundreds of
thousands of small farm operators have
been forced from their land by the "green

revolution" in agriculture. He explained
that new agricultural technology has made
farming so profitable that it has enabled
large businesses to acquire more land.
Today, the ethicist said, the "rich world"
purchases more food from the "poor world"
than the poor world buys for itself.
Although overpopulation is sometimes
blamed for causing world hunger. Dr.
Swomley maintained that it is actually a
result of it, since the population tends to
drop when people are adequately fed and
secure.
World Vision President Tours
Uganda, Promises $500,000 Aid
Following a four-day tour of the country.
Dr. Stan Mooneyham, president of World
Vision International, met with Uganda
President Yusufu Lule and promised aid
toward relief and reconstruction of the
recently liberated country.
"Eight years of Idi Amin have brought
the country to its knees economically,
socially and psychologically," the international leader said after visitingfamilies in
the rural areas as well as in the completely
destroyed city of Masaka. "The biggest task
is to rebuild the spiritual and psychological
perspective of 12,000,000 people."
Dr. Mooneyham said: "The country
needs everything. There is almost no food
available in the rural areas, except bananas,
and only alittlemoreinthecity. Mostshops
were looted during the fighting. We paid $3
for a loaf of stale bread a n d $ 5 f o r a p o u n d o f
sugar." He said he saw a great deal of
malnutrition among children and received
confirmed reports of actual starvation in
some of the more remote areas.
"The nation's main needs are the three
R's—relief, reconciliation, and rehabilitation. I am optimistic because of the church
there, a strong spiritual body rising out of
persecution. Being in the country when the
exiled Bishops returned home, I found it to
be a suffering, weeping, singing, rejoicing
church."

Evangelism and a Simpler Lifestyle
More than 100 secretaries, professors,
artists, housewives, theologians, business
executives, political radicals, mission
specialists, and government employees—
all evangelical Christians—met at Ventnor, N. J., April 25-29, to explore their
mutual commitment to simpler lifestyles
for the sake of evangelism and justice.
The gathering—the U.S. Consultation
on Simple Lifestyle—drew Christians
from the United States and several Third
World countries. The consultation was
held in preparation for the International
Consultation on Simple Lifestyles, to be
held in London in March, 1980. The
London meeting will be sponsored by the
Theology and Education Group of the
Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization and the World Evangelical
Fellowship.
"The Ventnor consultation has confirmed for me a powerful movement of the
Holy Spirit within the church," said Dr.
Ronald A. Sider, Philadelphia, one of the

two coordinators (along with Horace
Fenton, Bethlehem, Pa., formerly with
the Latin America Mission) of the
gathering. "We have seen an exciting
affirmation by evangelicals that biblical
evangelism is inseparable from a commitment to the poor and to justice."
Dr. Frank Gaebelein, Arlington, Va.,

former co-editor of Christianity

Today,

told the consultation that even though he
had been attending evangelical conferences since the 1920's, he "had never yet
heard a major presentation of Amos" or of
other Old Testament prophets that focus
on justice and the poor.
"Simplification of our lives must
always flow out of unconditional commitment to the Risen Jesus as Lord and
Savior," said Dr. Sider. "When God came
to share his plan of salvation, he took on
the flesh of a poor oppressed Jew.
Effective biblical evangelism in a hungry
world necessarily shares in that kind of
costly vulnerability."
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GENERAL CONFERENCE
QUIZ PLAYOFFS

Conference News

Place: Roxbury Camp
Time: July 6-7

Allegheny
The Air Hill congregation, in cooperation
with the Board for Missions, is hosting a
Messiah College Overseas Student during the
summer months. Donald Vundhla is a teacher
at the Ekuphileni Bible Institute and is taking
further training at Messiah College. He will be
living with families of the congregation and will
be engaged in the life of these families and the
congregation. By a strong affirmative vote the
congregation has approved a major building
effort and has appointed a building committee. •
A graduation banquet was held on June 1 by the
Big Valley congregation in honor of the
graduates from their group. The following
evening, a Father and Son Banquet was held in
the parsonage.
J. N. Hostetter will be serving as a pastoral
associate for the Carlisle congregation with
responsibilities for the midweek Bible study,
some visitation, and other areas of work as
agreed upon by the pastoral staff. The
Hostetters are members of the Carlisle
congregation. • Lome Lichty, pastor of the
Green Springs congregation was the guest
speaker of the Fairview Avenue congregation
(Waynesboro) on Sunday morning, May 20. On
April 8, 14 persons were received into church
membership by the Fairview Avenue
congregation. • Judith Kipe Nolt, member of
the Five Forks congregation, has been
awarded the Ruth Young Boucke Graduate
Fellowship by Pennsylvania State University.
This is the highest honor conferred by the
University Graduate School on a student. Judy
is a graduate student and parttime teacher at
the University. She is the daughter of former
missionaries to Africa, Frank and Blanche
Kipe. A Kids Crusade is planned by the Five
Forks congregation June 10-13 with Dwight
Schmuck as the speaker.
The Senior Choir of the Hollowell
congregation presented John Petersen's
cantata, "Love and Kindness" on Easter
Sunday. • Six cottages are under construction
at the Messiah Village with occupancy
expected by early fall. • James Lesher,
administrator of Messiah Children's Home
near Mount Joy, Pa., was the guest speaker at
the New Guilford congregation on Sunday
evening, May 6. The presentation dealt with the
ministry of the children's home. • Earl Dibert,
psychologist for the Chambersburg School
District presented the film, "As the Twig Is
Bent" in the morning service of the South
Mountain congregation on Sunday, May 6.
The pastor, Roger Witter, will conduct five
Sunday evening sessions which will relate to the
study and message of the film.

Atlantic
Louis Cober, pastor of the Highland
Brethren in Christ Church near West Milton,
Ohio, was the guest minister for the
C l e a r w a t e r , Florida, congregation on
Sunday, May 20. Sam Stern, a former Orthodox
Rabbi from Poland, shared his faith and
experience at a worship service on a recent
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of July 7

Contact person:
The Rev. Kenneth O. Hoke
Brethren in Christ Church
Corner of College and Louther Sts.
Carlisle, PA 17013
Sunday. • The Cross Roads congregation
joined the local Mennonite Church and Church
of the Brethren in a joint service on May 20, at
which service Henry Ginder was the guest
speaker. ' J o h n and Esther Spurrier were the
guest speakers at a Missions Emphasis with the
Elizabethtown congregation on Sunday, May
6. John, a medical doctor, was in charge of the
Macha Hospital in southern Zambia.
The children of Mr. and Mrs. J. Mark
Keefer hosted a 40th Wedding Anniversary
celebration for their parents on April 8. Brother
Keefer has been a deacon for the Free Grace
congregation for 28 years. Jacob Bowers was
guest speaker at the Love Feast services of the
Free Grace Church, Saturday and Sunday,
May 19. 0 The Wednesday evening program at
the Harrisburg Brethren in Christ Church
begins with a fellowship meal at 6 o'clock
followed by an adult service at 7:30. The 7:30
session varies in nature, including devotional
services, mission emphasis or special
instruction. Dr. Dorothy Gish, faculty
member at Messiah College, spoke on four
Wednsday nights during March and April on the
subject of child and parent relations. The youth
of the Harrisburg congregation sponsored a
Bike-a-thon for World Hunger on May 19. • The
Hummelstown congregation received 10
members into fellowship on Sunday, May 13. •
George Bundy, pastor of the Mt. Pleasant
congregation served as guest minister at the
Manheim congregation on Sunday morning,
May 6. Rev. Bundy, with his wife Ethel, had
served for a period of 23 years as missionaries to
Rhodesia • A "hiking weekend" for men and
boys was s p o n s o r e d by the Manor
congregation June 1,2, and 3. The group left the
church on Friday morning and returned on
Sunday evening, hiking and camping on the
Black Forest Trail. The Duane Weavers and
Eldon Rosentraters, members of the Manor
congregation, will be going to the Navajo
Mission for periods of Voluntary Service.
Esther Snyder and Phil Keefer were guest
speakers and resource persons for the Youth
Emphasis Day held by the Palmyra
congregation May 20. The Youth Choir of the
Refton congregation presented the musical,
"The Clown" to their home congregation on
Sunday night, April 8. The presentation was
repeated on May 6 to the Conoy Brethren in
Christ Church, Elizabethtown, and on May 8 at
the Manheim congregation. • Elwyn and
Meredyth Hock and family were guests of the
Souderton congregation on Sunday, May 20.
Elwyn spoke at the Sunday morning service. •
Emerson Frey was the guest speaker and
music leader at the Speedwell Heights
congregation on Sunday, April 22. In addition to
bringing special music in the Sunday morning
service he brought the morning message and in
the afternoon directed the choir in preparation
for a festival of music and congregational singing

in the evening.

Canadian
The Bridlewood congregation hosted the
Messiah C o l l e g e Singers—a 20-voice
traveling choir—at a Sunday evening concert,
May 6. The Heise Hill congregation joined for
the evening concert. • Roy Sider, Executive
Secretary for Overseas Missions, was the guest
speaker at the Falls View congregation on
Sunday morning, April 22. On the following
Sunday Betty Lou Sider, who has just
returned from service on the medical staff of the
Oriental Missionary Society in Haiti, spoke to
the congregation. The "Get Up and Grow"
Bible Fellowship Series of the Falls View
congregtion met from 9:30-11 each Tuesday in
May and included Bible study, tips for
gardening, 20 minutes of exercise, and coffee.
Baby sitting service was provided in the church.
Beginning on September 9, the Massey
Place congregation will return to its two
morning worship services and will also add to
the morning activities two Sunday schools that
will run concurrently with the worship services.
• Saturday evening, May 12, for the New Life
congregation, Collingwood, was entitled "The
Impossible Dream." It was an observance of the
55th anniversary of the founding of the
congregation and took a look at both the history
and the future of the ministry of Collingwood.
Sunday morning, April 29, saw a record
attendance of 177 in the worship service at the
New Life congregation. Henry Ginder was
the guest speaker. • The Wainfleet
congregation was host to the Women's
Missionary Auxiliary on Saturday, April 28, at
which occasion special guest speaker was
Marjorie Saint Van Der Puy. The offering raised
at this meeting was for mission work in
Nicaragua and Montreal Lake Children's
Home.

Central
Bedsaul Agee, pastor of the Bethel
congregation near Merrill, Mi., served as
evangelist for a series of meetings at his
congregation, May 16-27. • The Sunday evening
service, May 20, at the Carland Zion
congregation featured the pastor, Carl Lewis,
in an hour long musical concert. • The "Living
Water," a singing group from the Nappanee
congregation, presented a special musical
program, May 13, at the morning worship
service of the Highland Church. On Saturday
evning, May 12, the "Living Water" group met
with the youth from the Southern Ohio
churches in a fellowship hour at the Phoneton
Church. • The "Messiah College Singers"
were guests at the Mooretown congregation
on Wednesday evening, May 9.
The pastor of the Nappanee congregation is
conducting a class for adults in Brethren in
Christ history and doctrine. This course is
planned for eight sessions. The congregation
held a fellowship tea between the Sunday school
hour and the worship hour on Sunday morning,
May 20, for those who were graduating from
high school or college or from graduate school.
• Tim Herr, a member of the Pequea Church
(Atlantic Conference), and a 1979 graduate of
Grace Seminary, Winona Lake, In., has
accepted a call to become pastor of the
Pleasant Hill congregation with installation
scheduled for early October. • Mr. and Mrs.
Dale Dohner, Sr., members of the Ashland
Brethren in Christ Church, observed their 50th

Evangelical

Visitor

wedding anniversary by hosting an open house
on Sunday afternoon, May 13. • Friday evening,
May 18, was the occasion of a Mother-Daughter
banquet, planned by the Sippo Valley
Brethren in Christ Church.

Midwest
The Rosebank congregation sponsored a
Bible Conference, May 1-6, with Rev. Wayne
Lyon of Kansas City, Mo. as the speaker. The
concluding evening of the conference was
observed with a Communion Service. • the
youth of the Wichita Brethren in Christ
Church met at the parsonage on Saturday
evening, May 19, for a weiner roast and pizza
feed. The feature of the evening was the making
of plans for attendance at a summer camp in the
Colorado mountains. • The Zion congregation
honored their 1979 graduates with a carry-in
meal on Sunday, May 20.

Pacific
Leoda Buckwalter, on short furlough from
mission service in India, was speaker at the Aha
Loma congregation on Sunday evening, April
29. • The newest Brethren in Christ
congregation in the Pacific Conference is the
new fellowship which is meeting in Irvine, Ca.,
near Los Angeles, the pastor of this new church
is Rich Goswiller. Pastor Goswiller is a former
student of Western Evangelical Seminary and a
former member of the New Life congregation,
Portland, Or. and the Redwood Country
Chapel. • Total attendance at the two morning
worship services on Easter Sunday at the
Redwood Country Church was 418.

Births
Beckner: Sabrina Rachelle, born July 24,
1978, chosen by Ed and Marcia Beckner,
Highland congregation, Oh.
Brinlee: Aaron Leva, born Dec. 21, to Dan
and Sandi Brinlee, Labish congregation, Or.
Cardiff: Kelly Patricia, born May 6, to Jim
and Cynthia Cardiff, Wainfleet congregation,
Ont.
Coffman: Robin May, born May 2, to
Raymond and Dorothy Coffman, Cedar Grove
congregation, Pa.
Deter: Kendra Denise, born April 4, to
Eugene and Denise (Cramer) Deter, Five Forks
congregation, Pa.
Dick: Aubrey Leigh, born May 7, to Bill and
Valorie Dick, Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa.
Felbush: Marci Robyn, born April 4, to Mr.
and Mrs. Monte Felbush, Abilene congregation,
Ks.
Frey: Meadow Glendell, born March 7, to
Michael and Leona Frey, Labish congregation,
Or.
Greenawalt: Christine Lee, born April 2, to
Harry and Linda Greenawalt, Manheim
congregation, Pa.
Hoke: Aaron Ellery, born April 21, to Carlton
and Mary ( H o f f m a n ) H o k e , Palmyra
congregation, Pa.
Keller: Nicole Lynn, born April 29, to Randy
and Sue Keller, New Guilford congregation, Pa.
Letner: Kyle Dale, born April 25, to Kenneth
and Linda (Chubb) Letner, Lancaster
congregation, Pa.
Marsh: Kristin Elizabeth, born April 28, to
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Mr. and Mrs. Westley Marsh, Black Forest
Academy, Kendern, Germany. The Marshes
are from the Amherst congregation, Oh.
Mayhugh: Kenneth Eugene Jr., born March
4, to Ken and Susie Mayhugh, Hollowell
congregation, Pa.
Miller: Adam Christian, born January 15, to
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Miller, Amherst
congregation, Oh.
Miller; Tanya Rae, born Feb. 20, to Mr. and
Mrs. Russell Miller, Paramount congregation,
Md.
Musser: Travis James, born Jan. 1, to Jim
and Sandra Musser, Chino congregation, Ca.
Myers: Duane Joseph, born April 10, to
Dennis and Diane (Herr) Myers, Cross Roads
congregation, Pa.
Pomeroy: Jeremy Eric, born April 23, to
Harry and Irene P o m o r o y , Roseglen
congregation, Pa.
Respicio: Jennifer Kulani, born May 6, to Joe
and Connie Respicio, Souderton congregation,
Pa.
Rice: Darren Kieth, born May 3, to Fred and
Doreen Rice, New Guilford congregation, Pa.
Sabo: Robert Louis, born April 24, to Gerald
and Bonnie Sabo, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Simmons: Christopher Lee, born March 6,
to William and Mildred Simmons, Rolling Acres
congregation, Tn.
Simonton: Clark Robinson Jr., born May 12,
to Clark and Robin Simonton, Cedar Grove
congregation, Pa.
Sisco: Joshua Michael, born March 25, to
Rich and Debbie Sisco, Wilkes Barre
congregation, Pa.
Sleichter: Jill Marie, born April 3, to Mr. and
Mrs. Steve Sleichter, Abilene congregation, Ks.
Smith: Minda Diane, born March 22, to
R o b e r t and J a c k i e Smith, Highland
congregation, Oh.
Steele: Jonathan Carl, born Feb 15, to Carl
and Sylvia (Wingert) Steele, Rolling Acres
congregation, Tn.
Thompson: Karen Ann, born January 16, to
Garry and Anna (Oldham) Thompson,
Harrisburg congregation, Pa.
Walizer: Adam Thomas, born April 10, to
Tom and Rose Walizer, Fairview Ave.
congregation, Pa.
Weaver: Rachelle Dawn, born Feb 10, 1976,
chosen by Keith and Patti Weaver, Highland
congregation, Oh.
West: Anjol Lee, born April 2, to Mr. and
Mrs. Ronald West, Amherst congregation, Oh.
Whiteside: Jamie Jean, born April 24, to
Wayne and Lynn Whiteside, Wainfleet
congregation, Ont.
Winger; Jonathan Ray, born April 13, to Dale
and Linda winger, Wichita congregation, Ks.
Worman: Amber Gayle, born March 29, to
Kent and Joy (Wylie) Worman, Mosinee, Wi.

Weddings
Condon-Ebersole: Donna, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. John Ebersole, and Mark, son of Mr.
and Mrs. David Condon, April 21, in the Cross
Roads Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Dale H. Engle officiating.
D o m s h e r - C a s s e l : Susan Christine,

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Cassel, and
Larry Alan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold
Domsher, April 28, in the Fairview Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Henry N. Miller
officiating.
Good-Lehman: Susan Elaine, daughter of
Rev. and Mrs. J. Robert Lehman, Palmyra, Pa.,
and Anothony Allen, son of Mr. and Mrs. Rufus
C. Good, Lampeter, Pa., April 7, in the Palmyra
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J. Robert
Lehman officiating.
Lehman-McDonald: Carla McDonald and
Preston Lehman, March 17, in the Wayside
Baptist Church, Leitersburg, Md., with Rev.
Roland Romig officiating.
McMullen-Mounsey: Virginia Margaret
Mounsey, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred
Waddington, and Ronald James, son of
Reginald McMullen and Jan McMullen, all of
Toronto, Ont., January 27, in the Bridlewood
Church with Rev. Gordon Gilmore and Rev.
Leonard J. Chester officiating.
Pool-Rohr: Nanette, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Harold Rohr, Massilon, Ohio, and Scott,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Denzel Pool, Canton, Ohio,
April 7, with Rev. Eli Hostetler Jr. officiating.
Potter-Mihal: Denise, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Dennis Mihal, Canal Fulton, Ohio, and
Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Potter,
Massillon, Ohio, April 27, in the Amherst
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Atlee
Hershberger officiating.
Razor-Razor: Judy Razor and Kim Razor,
remarried April 12, 1979, in the Highland
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Louis
Cober officiating.
Womer-Willow: Rosemary, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Floyd willow, and Richard E., son of
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Womer, March 31, in the
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Eugene Heidler officiating.

Obituaries
Byers: Harry R. Byers, born July 14, 1910,
died May 10, 1979. He is survived by his wife,
Helen; two daughters; a son; and two sisters.
The funeral service was conducted by Rev.
John Lenhert and Andrew Slagenweit.
Churchey: Mrs. Olive U. Churchey, Halifax,
Pa., born March 6, 1900, died March 21, 1979.
She is survived by a son, Emerson Hoover;
three grandchildren; and a greatgrandchild. The
funeral service was conducted in the Hoover
Funeral Home by Rev. Andrew Slagenweit.
Heisey: Warren W. Heisey, Mt. Joy, Pa.,
died April 27, 1979 at the age of 74. He was the
son of Aaron H. and Fanny Wolgemuth Heisey.
He was married to Kathryn Rettew Heisey who
survives. He is also survived by a son, W.
Bernell. He was a member of the Cross Roads
Brethren in Christ Church where he served for
many years as a trustee. The funeral service was
conducted in the Cross Roads Church by Rev.
Allon B. Dourte and Rev. Benjamin E. Thuma.
Northrup: Audrey Irene Northrup, Pontiac,
Mi., born Dec. 1, 1928, died May 16, 1979. She
was the daughter of Wilfrid and Lucina Bunday.
She is survived by her father; husband, Henry;
six children: Dorcas, Stephen, Mrs. Ruth
Buchanan, Mrs. Esther Weeks, Mrs. Sarah
Payne, and Martha; nine grandchildren; five
brothers; and a sister. The funeral service was
conducted in Rochester, Mi. Interment was in
Pontiac.
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Revised for Round Two
Two Year Cycle to Begin
Again in September
Revised Foundation Series curriculum materials for
kindergarten through grade eight are now ready for circulation. A number of Brethren in Christ editors, writers, consultants, and users are excited about their involvement with
this project.

The Foundation
Series is c o m m i t t e d t o
c o m m u n i c a t i n g the faith
passing on a rich heritage
one to one
generation to generation
in Scripture, in story
in picture, in action
helping y o u n g people to become
followers of Jesus.

From the Writers
Four Brethren in Christ persons have written quarters of
study for The Foundation Series. Each of them has included
Brethren in Christ stories and emphases in the lessons. Each
of the quarters includes many creative teaching activities. In
the opening pages of her quarter, Mary Fretz spells out the
rewards of creative teaching: "In creative teaching, more

is required than simply talking to the children for a period
of time. Creative teaching, however, brings rich rewards. It
brings sparkling eyes, exclamations of surprise, and wonder
that Sunday school can be so much f u n . . . Children will be
enthusiastic about missions and about sharing the good
news of Jesus Christ."

Grades 1 and 2
Year II
Quarter 4
by Mary Fretz
Grades 7 and 8
Year I
Quarter 4
by Warren Hoffman

Let M y

r

Grades 7 and 8
Year I
Quarter 3
by Mary Ebersolej
Grades 3 and 4
Year II
Quarter 1
by Jean Nielsen
12
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From the
Curriculum Coordinator

From the Revision Editor
The Foundation
Series curriculum was not created
perfect. No curriculum has been. Revision is a part of
curriculum service.
One of the advantages of having our curriculum is that we
then have something to say about the revision process. Each
partner in The Foundation Series effort has an editor which
shares in this process.
As we begin the "second-time-around" in September,
each age level will have been carefully reviewed. This review
is done in light of evaluation forms returned, letters written,
telephone calls received, writer and editor reflections, and
the revision editors combined judgments.
Some quarters will receive more extensive revision than
others; but all are reviewed and most revised to a lesser or
greater degree. In some cases a lesson may be redone or
additional teaching helps added or instructions clarified, or
errors corrected, or an emphasis modified.
If a criticism you sent did not seem to result in revision
there could have been several reasons—one that often
occured was that what one user found as a weakness another
user sensed as a strength. Such is the dilemma of revision
editors.
Revision is an ongoing process. We need to keep hearing
from our users. Hopefully The Foundation Series will be

Do you recall a Sunday school teacher that made a great
impact upon you as a child? What was it that impressed you
about that teacher? It is likely that one of the major
characteristics was commitment—commitment to God and
commitment to teaching students about God's Word.
Effective teachers commit themselves to leadingstudents to
a commitment to Jesus Christ and to growth in Him.
Effective Sunday school teaching is not a job one does on
Sunday morning. It is a ministry that demands a
considerable commitment of time and energy. Yet, it is one
of the most important ministries God has for anyone to do.
The Foundation
Series provides materials for the
ministry of teaching. These materials assume that teaching
is an important ministry, a ministry that demands
considerable effort from teachers. Yet, The Foundation
Series lesson materials can make teaching very rewarding.
In a recent survey of teachers using Foundation
Series,
pastors informed me that the more their teachers use the
curriculum, the more rewarding the experience is.
Yet, we cannot assume that merely using The Foundation
Series will make teaching rewarding and productive. We
must continually work to make curriculum better and
teachers more competent. Revisions of The Foundation
Series have been based on evaluations submitted by
teachers. Moreover, a program for training teachers and
servicing the curriculum is being developed. Thus, there is
an on-going effort to make Foundation Series an even more
effective tool for carrying out the teaching ministry.

For help in using The Foundation Series, or in setting
up teacher training, contact John R. Yeatts, Board of
Christian Education, Box 127, Nappanee, IN 46550.

From the Story Collector
Early in the planning stages of The
Foundation Series, steps were taken to
gather stories from Africa, South and
Central America, and Asia. Stories
from this collection have been used in
the curriculum to help children sense
the worldwide nature of the church.
Through stories, children become
acquainted with fellow-believers
beyond Europe and North America.
Erma Hare traveled to Brethren in
Christ mission points in Japan, India,
Rhodesia, and Zambia collecting
stories. Here is a story from the
collection.
For more information on The Foundation
Series Story Collections, contact the Board
of Christian Education, P.O. Box 127,
Nappanee, IN 46550.
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Dr. Samuel, Madhipura Christian Hospital
At the age of 161 was searchingfor the truth. I
decided that if I lived as a righteous man, 1 could
inherit the kingdom of God. Then I heard that
Bakht Singh was to preach in our district. I
attended several services. One day Bakht Singh
opened his Bible and read, "By right deeds a
man cannot enter into the Kingdomof God." 1
purchased a Bible that day and went home to
read it. I came upon this verse, "Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but
according to his mercy he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost" (Titus 3:5). I became aware of the
inadequacy of my views.
1 attended services again. That day the
preacher read from Isaiah 65:6:"... and all our
righteousness are as filthy rags . . ." Then he
explained the mercy of God whose Son came
into this world, and how He has saved us
through Jesus Christ, not through righteous
deeds. That day I accepted that gospel with
tears. I prayed, and was assured that I was a new

man. I had joy that can not be described.
Soon after my conversion, an opportunity
came to take medical training. I was not willing
to do this. I started to school, but went home
because I hated it. Then the Lord spoke to me.
"If you are not willing to study and endure hard
things, how will you work for me and endure
trials and difficulties?" It was difficult for a
Christian to get back in school. And it was
difficult too for a Christian to live among
Hindus who mocked, abused, and gave
trouble. The Lord sent be back; I learned much.
Now I serve among Christians and share the
gospel in that service. It is a real opportunity to
serve in Bihar where there are not so many
Christians. With language difficulties, floods
and flooding, and so many things seeming to go
against us, nevertheless I am happy to serve.
Hindus do not pay attention to preaching in
public places, but when they go todoctors at the
mission hospital they do listen. This is a good
opportunity.
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Soviets Expel Georgi Vins

" A Miracle Sent by G o d "
One morning Soviet officers came to
dissident Baptist prisoner Georgi Vins'
cell and told him he was leaving. They
did not tell him why. They gave him a
new suit but took all of his personal
possessions. They then transferred him
to a Moscow prison.
At 5 a.m. on Friday, April 27,
officials herded him and four other
convicts into an office. They told them
they were now stripped of their
citizenship and were being expelled
from the country.
Officers put Vins in one car in a
convoy of 10. He discovered later that
four of the other cars had one dissident
each. The five met again at the airport.
There officials handed each a small
piece of paper, an exit visa, statingthey
were permanently emigrating to the
United States. That was the first they
knew where they were going. During
the flight the five men were not allowed
to talk to each other.
On arrival in New York City a
simultaneous swap occurred. The
Americans exchanged two Russian
spies for the political and religious
dissidents. This was a first. Always
before the United States received
Americans imprisoned in Russia in
exchange for espionage agents. This
time the United States traded Soviet
citizens for other Russians.
At a press conference held in New
York the five chose Vins to make a
statement. "I thank my Lord that I am
free," he said. He commented that he
was delighted that the first book hesaw
in his New York hotel was a Bible. "For
five years I was deprived of this book.
There is no book that 1 cherish more,"
he said, holding up a Bible a church
group had given him.
The four other dissidents had wanted
Vins to join in a protest writing against
the Soviet government, but he would
not. Hesaid,'iamabeliever. Iservethe
church. I am a man of peace and not
interested in politics. I preach the
Gospel which is the Good News."
Sunday, March 29, Vins flew to
Washngton, D.C., to attend a service at
14

the First Baptist Church with President
C a r t e r . Michael B o r d e a u x joined
them, having flown into Washington
from England as soon as he heard of
Vins' release.
Bordeaux is a scholar associated
with the Center for Study of Religion
and Communism in London. Having
studied Vins' i m p r i s o n m e n t s , he
translated his book, A Testament from
Prison. Bordeaux had promised Vins'
family that he would meet Vins, no
matter where, if ever he left Russia.
Bordeaux accompanied Vins back to
New York City. There he arranged for
Mennonite Central Committee's
Europe Secretary Peter Dyck to meet
with Vins. Dyck had breakfast with
Vins and Ewald Hauf, a dissident
Baptist Umsiedler who flew in from
Germany to be with Vins. Umsiedler
are emigres from the Soviet Union
resettling in Germany. Many others
also met with Vins.
On May 2 Vins, Hauf and Bourdeaux left for Middlebury, Vt., where
Vins will stay indefinitely as a guest of
D r . Olin R o b i s o n , p r e s i d e n t of
Middlebury College. Friday, May 4,
Hauf and Bourdeaux flew back home.
A young Russian-speakingstudent will
translate for Vins.
Vins' life for the past 13 years has
been a lonely one. The Soviets
imprisoned him for his faith and
religious activities the past five years.
Before that he was hiding for five years
and prior to that in prison for three
years. Thus for eight years he was
totally in prison and for 13 virtually
separated from his family. His wife
Nadezhda (which means "hope") and
five children live in Kiev. His mother
Lydia has been active in an organization for prisoners' relatives.
Soviet policy since the beginning of
the revolution has been anti-religious,
but law enforcement has been uneven
alternating with periods of relaxation
and strong enforcement. In the early
1960s the situation of Christianity in
the Soviet Union changed for the
worse. Regional Party organizations

were instructed to strictly enforce all
e x i s t i n g laws a f f e c t i n g r e l i g i o u s
organizations.
The renewed campaign against
religion had a direct effect on Vins. He
could not go along with the policy of
registering the church as the state
required. Feeling he could not find
expression within the registered
Baptist church, he and others organized a dissenting Baptist group. Vins
became its secretary. One of their chief
concerns was the state's refusal to allow
them to instruct their children in
religious principles.
The government's reaction was to
imprison dissenting Baptists for
religious offenses. It regarded their
actions as b r e a k i n g the law. By
September, 1974, 180 of them were
serving prison sentences.
In his most recent interment, Vins
suffered ill health from high blood
pressure. In 1977 the family received a
letter saying he had been in a hospital
where he had had three blood transfusions and 70 penicillin injections. In
1978 he was reportedly placed in an
underground isolation cell for reasons
unknown.
Yet Vins remained faithful to his
convictions. In 1978 at a trial he
summed up his position, "My way is a
special one. It is that of my grandfather,
of my father, of my grandmother and
my m o t h e r . " Vins' f a t h e r was a
Mennonite.
In meeting with Vins, Dyck told him
he had come to welcome him on behalf
of MCC to offer assistance if and when
neded. He assured him that many
Mennonites are praying for him as he
begins a new life in America and for his
family in Kiev. It is hoped that his
family can soon be reunited with him.
After 51 years of life and work in
Russia, Vins still has his lonesome road
to follow, but he seems to know where
he is going. As he describes his release it
is "a real miracle sent by God."
—Marion Preheim
—an MCC release
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Editorial

The statistics on divorce reflect an American tragedy.
Close to one marriage in two ends in a divorce court. The
prediction that one half of all children born in 1979 will,
before they reach their eighteenth birthday, spend part of
their life in a home with only one of their natural parents is
the logical and disturbing conclusion.
The church cannot ignore this growing segment of our
society—the divorced, the remarried, and the children of
these situations. So an increasing number of denominations and congregations are seeking to minister to this
segment of our communities.
The direction has been to recognize that the sin of
adultery (divorce and remarriage) is not outside the provisions of God's forgiveness when confession and repentance
is made. Fellowships vary on their understanding as to the
degrees of guilt of the parties involved and the expectations
in repentance, but the direction is towards a more redemptive ministry to those whose marital history has been contrary to the biblical standard.
The course which the church must take in a redemptive
ministry is not without peril. Simply stated, the peril is this:
Can the church welcome into its fellowship those who have
not followed the biblical pattern in marriage and at the
same time clearly teach the sacredness and permanence of
the marriage vows.
An associate peril will be that the church, so absorbed
with the problems and the needs which the current situation brings, will have neither time nor energy to lay a
biblical foundation for a biblical marriage. We must do
more than decry the current trend and resolve the problems at hand. We need to build and indeed restore the
foundations.
Let me suggest three components of a foundation for
marriage. These may seem naively simplistic to a problem
so complex. I do not deny the complexity, nor make claim
for completeness, but we must begin somewhere. So let's
try these for starters.
The church must make unmistakably clear the biblical
teaching that marriage is a life-long commitment. Regardless of the composition of our congregations, no Sunday
school teacher, no youth leader, no pastor dare be confused or intimidated in proclaiming this basic biblical
truth.
No couple from our congregations should come to the
marriage altar without a clear understanding that the marriage vows they are taking are life-long commitments.
There dare be no fine-print escape clause in the marriage
covenant; no mental reservations.
If, in the minds of the couple, because of the climate in
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the congregation or the hesitancy on the part of the leadership, there is a mental escape clause in the vows, that
marriage is built upon a foundation of sand, and like the
house of which Jesus spoke, will not stand the stress or the
storm.
The second element of a sound foundation is Christian
maturity. It is important that Christian teaching and experience take into account the self-centeredness of the human
heart. Christian maturity needs to include God's provision
for the self-centeredness of our lives. If our own needs,
rights, desires, plans, and wants become the focal point of
marriage it will be rocky at best and very likely become one
of the casualties of our self-oriented society.
Too much so-called Christian maturity does not get
beyond forgiveness and joy and peace and witnessing. In
the encounter of will with will, which comes in a marriage,
tensions mount, little things become big, no one will go
even half way, and the foundation begins to crumble.
Some where in our preaching and our own teaching we
have sold the gospel short. We have not allowed God's
grace to deal with that citadel of our being—our wills.
The third suggestion is the need for Christian models.
The breakdown of our homes and the disintegration of our
marriages compounds the tragedy since our youth have no
model after which to pattern their own marriage.
A mother spoke to me of her daughter whose marriage
was under great tension. The mother observed that the
marriages of most of the friends of her daughter and husband were also on the verge of breaking up. They really
had no successful models on which to pattern or by which
to judge their own marriage. If our friends' marriages do
not survive why should we expect ours to make it?
There needs to be within the Christian community provision for the support of couples entering marriage. We need
to provide models of marriages which are marked by faithfulness and selflessness and love—both romantic and
agape. Models for whom no sacrifice is too great to assure
the enduring integrity of the marriage and the honoring of
the vows.
The years ahead will not be favorable or supportive of
the home. I believe that one of the distinguishing marks of
the Christian church during the last two decades of this
century may well be the character and quality of its homes
and its attitude towards marriage.
But this will only be true if we are prepared to face
forthrightly the meaning of marriage and the sacredness of
the vows which are taken. Otherwise our marriage will be
pressed into the world's pattern.
Z.
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Lord,
I

Am
Afraid
Fannie

Longenecker

Messelina came to Sikalongo Bible
Institute with her husband, Samuel
Muntanga, in January, 1978. As she sat
in the Christian Experience class, sins
of the distant past kept troubling her, so
she asked to talk with me. Confession
and prayer brought relief. But something still kept her from the joyful
assurance of salvation in Christ.
In September she sat in the Bible
Doctrine class where we were discussing evil spirits: who they are; what they
do and how to be free from them. Back
pains, with which she had been
troubled for years, became so severe
The writer has given thirty years of service to the
church in Africa, having served in both Rhodesia
and Zambia. She is presently on the staff of the
Sikalonga Bible Institute near Choma, Zambia.

that she was unable to attend classes.
Then Yotham, a student, confided
that an evil spirit was troubling her very
much and he believed the demon was in
her. We prayed. We agreed to give
ourselves to prayer until I should have
opportunity to talk with her.
The opportunity came the second
morning. I went to her house. The pain
was present but that did not worry her
so much as the persistent evil thoughts.
"Do you think these evil thoughts are
connected with evil spirits?"
"Yes," she replied.
"Would you like Yotham and your
husband and me to meet together with
you for special prayer that the evil spirit
may be cast out?"
"Yes."
So I contacted her husband and
Yotham and we set the time for that
evening after studies. The children
would be in bed and interruptions
unlikely. We gave ourselves to prayer. I
studied and prayed. At noon I received
assurance from God's Word that Christ
had already conquered and praised him
for victory already accomplished.
When I shared this joy with Yotham I
learned he had been thanking the Lord
for what hewasgoingto do. I continued
to study. When the time came, I went to
Messelina's house in hope and fear.

I shared some thoughts from God's
Word and then gave opportunity for
others to say anything they felt the Lord
wanted them to say. There was
confession and a humbling of ourselves
before God. Then we prayed. How I
wished someone else would take the
lead in casting out the demon! I told the
Lord, "I'm afraid, but on the authority
of your Word, (and I addressed the
demon) in the name of Jesus Christ
leave her, you unclean spirit, and never
enter her again. Leave this house and
never enter it again." The response was
immediate. Messelina joined in renouncing the spirit. Yotham and her
husband began thanking the Lord. We
continued on our knees praising the
Lord, praying, singing, and worshiping
God. At a late hour we arose and I
returned to my house.
In the morning I visited Messelina
again. She had not slept much because
she was too happy. She looked out in
the morning and thought, "There's
nothing to be afraid of!" The back pains
which she had had since she was young
were gone. What a transformation!
Praise the Lord! Messelina is a radiant
Christian t o d a y , rejoicing in the
deliverance Jesus gave her.
My faith is small and I am afraid but
God honors obedience to his Word.

